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I^AKLY LOVE.
.4 BV .1. ITILI.UH VA** NAMEK.
When rears have rolled tli"lr len^kUsa.ong

Wltii iiiiUgluU j"V all i |»iUU.
And sun. it. i » euve our horizon,
And :U 1a the reilt e ia 11,

Wlioie clouds obscure our si\iei uooo uilM,
And cure au boriow U end.

An I luie U.n proved io un so iaMe,
i»o cits.i,came u r end.

We lo*e lo waudvr i>u » l.i lii»
O'er memory's sunny plain. ,

AnU Uve our happy cut ubovu o er,
our euily love» a;a.n.

And from communion »we#t ftnd
New Klrciickii io U<apt*'e

Tlie crca-ies a id tlu burdens wuicb
our daily nne-t uiui-trive.

And Hope points us lo lOOK 91K)T«
'hum world oi cure and mi rife.

To thai ulest liuuic b lieu veil Above,
Where there's immortal ,l.e.

Where Uiuuppo.iii.tieiil cannot come,
Nor cure, uor yr ei nor pain,

Where we wnl meet in endless bliss
Cor early loves siraiu.
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THE FLOW KH 01RL.

. Our Btory opcus la the mouth of May, 1405, tbe

Second and last year of tne urief and bloody reign of

the last of the royal Plan a ;euot Hue, ttichard tlie
Third of England.
Ai It was the Cm day of tbe flower? month tbe

great mass of the cuLieus of London were abroad in

their Holiday attire, and au the market places were

thronged with crowds Intent upon gayety and plea¬
sure. It was within au hoar of the setting of the

¦on when a younu man, accompanied by a liuie girl
.f rare beauty of face and form, left the street and

entered an enclosed square, iu whose centre towered

. lofty Maypole decked uud crowned witn garlands,
and around which danccd a ring of laughing youth
of both sexes. The ai>p a.anca of the young man
whom wo have Just mentioned was remarkable even

amid that animated scene. Tbe plume In his cap,
the costly black velvet garments in which be was

OUired, and the dark sheathed sword at bis thl&h
betokened that tlielr wearer claimed to be of the

gentry.
The little girl, whose white and tiny hand clung to

btB, was also clad In gai meats of the same hue as

those of her companion, and sho appeared to be some
.even or eight years of age.

A stranger to them would have thought them to

be brother and sister, weailng mourning for the re¬

cent death of bomo near and dear relative; and In

this would have erred, lor between the two there

was no relationship, beyond that of a protector and

protected, though they addressed eacli other as bro¬

ther and sister.

"All, Flaydlila," said Lie young gentleman, after

advancing several paces luio the green, "I most not

forget to buy a garlaud for mother, and yonder Is a

booth where they sell Holers."

"Aud here ia one, b.otuer Mortimer, not to far,"
replied the little girl, h.<l.litig back and pointing to

tuotiier booth. "ilealtie that one bos aa ugly old man

In it, while this one la tended by a handsome young

lady."
"Tlie flowers will not be leas sweet and beautiful,

FlayiliUa, if sold by the ugiy old man,'' said AJorti-

mer, with a grave sniiie. bu*. halting an<l turning to¬

wards the flower booth awoken of by Flaydllla.
Aa his glance rested upou tlie face of the occupant

Of the booth bs grasped tue little hand he held ao

tightly that FlayUilia looked up in aurpriae.
"What la the matter, brother Mortimer?" ah*

naked, as she saw his features suffused with a Iturn

tng blush, and then grow suddenly pale, * hile his

band trembled violently. "Are you ill?"

lie did not immediately reply, but kept Li* rym

Bf on the maiden lu trie flower booth, who, on per-

.etvlng him, had inmatiliy 'urued her bock toward

bun, ao as to avoid recognition.
"Can it be Lauretta?" muttered Mortimer. half

.loud, aa an expression ol mortification clouded his

featurea. "Lauretta, exposing Iter beanty to the

rude anJ licentious stare of a market place I No, it

eanuot be. k el that vv a« iter lace, rt hy does hbe

not turn her featurea ao that I can see tlirmf li to

her form.''

lie advanced toward the booth, with hi* ey»-a fxed

upon its occupant, who seemed deiertuliud that h«

should not see her face nnir-M he approai tied very

near. But aa he reached aud paused before the table

npon which her wreaths and garlands wrr ajireau

.be turned and faced him suddenly.
"Ah!" he exclaimed, "l.uuretm beret" Then, see-

tng that the maiden seemed reaity u> sink with

Bliame, while tear* stole from her beantiful ere«, be

added. In a gentler tone, "At leant, i know that you

are not here of your own ree will."

"Oh, I would rather be in my cra»e than in this

public place, Mortimer," replied the flnwer-g.rl, In a

trembling voice, whoae agitation eould not concea!

Ita melody. "Tou do not kn w how 1 have i,een

threatened, nor with what. Oh. It is dreadful " she

added, aa a'je covered her lovely f*<*e with her trta* j
ttful bands and stifled her 4 ha.

"Dear Lauretta," sHid Mortimer, gently, thrre is

come ra.vatery here which I do not understand. Can

I not aid you In any way f Why are you In London t

Why In thia public placer It w more than a year

glnce 1 aaw you. \ our friends In the eonntry "

"Friend*! They were my enemlea'" exclaimed the

girl with great bltterne;.*, and dropping her hands.

Why atn I In Loa.lonf HeeAuse.be< ansc-alaat how

oan a modest manlen ten 11 young gentleman of the

wieked proposals of those whom she thought her

friends? but, hasten lWa> for yonder comes the

.ne in wiio.io power I atn. l>o not let her see you,

Air she will detect that you arc a friend an 1 guard

¦gainst our meeting siraui. A-vayt move away

thickly~ thero, hasten: g t behind that tree."

InOnitey surprised b.y ber maimer, Mortimer
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obeyed quick y ana was instantly behind the irrc.it

oak which towered abov tue little booth, an which

effectually bid him oik! lus coaipaul >n iro.11 any ouo

standing before the boot u

It seemed very undiguii.e to one so proud as Mor¬

timer Clair to retreat so pneipitateiy, and his cheek

burned a» he did so; yet Ui« extreme up. tatIon, and

.?en terror, with which Lauretta bad appealed to

Mm, and his amazemeut at all tbat he had heard

foroed him to comply with bar request.
lie wblapered to Fiuydna to remain silent and

bent bis ear to learn more if the mystery wbtch had

filled bis bosom with mlugied emotion* of doubt,
love, faith and anger.

Little more than two years had passed since he

first saw Lauretta, and sie was then a village
maiden living wttb one wtio claimed to be ber

sunt, lie was Ulea in tiiu country seeking to clear

np a dark mystery which had saddened the lire of

his mother since his blrtu, a mystery yet unsolved,
and which had Imparted mat grave and thoughtful
expression to bis handsouio facj; for Mortimer Clair

could not say and prove that his father had ever

been married to his mother, nor that he had ever

seen that father, nor that his lather lived.

While seeking Information secretly In the village
In whi«h his mother asserted that she had beoome

the lawful wife of a gentleman who bad suddenly
and mysteriously disappeared a few months before

the birth of Mortimer, be had met and loved Lau¬

retta Mansfield, who bad returned his love and

promised to be his wife on the first of the next

year.
The supposed aunt of Lauretta, Dame Martha

Mansfleld, though not wea.tby, liad the reputation
of never being In want, and owned the little house

in which she and Lametta lived a vety secluded

life.

Yet the villagers wondered whj Dame Mansfield

lived so much to herself, and was so jealously care¬

ful In keeping Lauretta almost a prisoner. Still,
she failed to prevent the a^uolntanoe and courtship
of Mortimer and Lauretu; for, from tbj very begin-
ning, she never suspected nut the maiden, led by
the hand of fate, bad one day rambled Into the

meadows, glad to escape even lor an hour, froui bcr

lonely home, had met a handsome young gentleman,
had conversed with bun. dreamed of him, met blm

in secret again and so oa until one day Mortimer

Clair pressed bis lips to Lauretta'* and said:.

"On the first day of next year I will return to Bay-
burg and claim your proiu.sj to bo my wife.*'

All this was unknown to Dame Mansfield, yet when

the first day of the next year arrived Mortimer was

in Bajburg to claim his bride.

She was not there, nor could the villagers teil him

where to seek her. Dame Mansfield bad disappeared
with the maiden as suddenly and mysteriously as

sUo had arrived lu Ba> burg ten years before with

th at maldeu, then a child scarcely six years old.

llcartaore and sad, and with tills new mystery
heavy opon his soul and that other mystery of his

father still pressing upon Ins brain, Mortimer Clair

fad returned to Loudou to Hud in bis mother's bouse

an otl.er mystery in the person of little i'laydilla,
w bom Madame Clair bud found lying half frozen

and senseless upou tier doorsteps one oold and

snowy morning while her son was away.
There was a sUan-;o and startling likeness to bis

lost l.auretta in ibe features of the little waif, who

conlii not remember aught of her past except that

her name was "Ma." and that she bad been wander¬

ing about lAiudon for many mouths, no doubt, with

an old woman who tr< and her cruelly. as the many

bruises Bnd scars upon her tender bo ly proved.and
Qua lv that she ' a I e -caped from t.ie old woman and

wandered here and there until she sank to sleep ex¬

hausted upon the herd stone steps where t.'te gentle-
hear ted Madame i lair liud found her.

Her (rnwe nud heautv, her lielple. swss and her re

marktble resemnlarice to 'Lauretta, drew the noble

heart <>r Mortimer Clair closclv to the friendless

child, and he named ner Kla;dllia sod culled her'

Hist or.

U wus no wonder, then thst be was summed upon

recognizing Lauretta, wnoin he bad given up as false

or lost to him. nor that m» was surprlsod to find a

m aidcn so pure and uiodest as she had appeared
when besought her love, showily, scantily dressed

and se:img flowers In a market place, a murk for

jests, lusu lis an I the rude badinage of the vulgar,
the nide stare of ttie vicious of every clas*.

He had not bt cn long behind the tree when he

heard the accents of a harsh an.1 angry \oke speak-
ing to I.anrct'a- a toicc which uiiugicd the de<p
tones of anion with the sharper tones of a woman,

as If Its owner used eat ti to turns.

..How," cried this voice. ' Not sold a wreath

since l left jotr Idle hu-sy, you shall scream for

this to night if something doesn't happen in the j
meantime. I thought your beauty, sucti as it is,

would aUr*< t purchasers, but ron have been her* I

mo if than an hour and not sold a flower."

¦.1 have heard tha' voice before and to-day,"
thought Mortimer. "Heard l» bawilag loudly in

some market pine*."
Tlie sharp ciasp of the little nand whlcn clung to

his made him look down st his companion, and he

saw that tha child was trembling violently and had

become ghastly psle, while every feature in her face

eipressed unbounded teiror.

lie knelt npon one knee, and tceatlng Ms strong

arm around her drew her tenderly to his bosom, ssy-

ing aortlv,

"My little pel, are vou slckf Whatr'

The child clasped her little arms around its neck

tightly and murmured,
"I hear her I 1 hear her !"

"Whom f Do not bs afraid, mr darling," whis¬

pered Mortimer, soothingly, for Flaydilla trembled

so fearfully ta to alarm him.

"stay wltii me, brother. Do not let her have ms
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It Is the old woman who u 1 to b at uk'sj," ie.il.oJ

FiadUlA.

"Ah, then, I will hav*s t«> lo >k at h»r," thought
Mortimer, rising ami holding the child on bis left

arm. "There, darling, hide vour face In my mantie,

for I mnst ses who this old wretch U, by all nuans,"
replied Mortimer, adjmtiux hU velvet mantle ao

that the child's features could not be seen and

moving from behind the tree.

She who continued to rate Lauretta did not at first

perceive him, and therefore he had ample time to

study her malignant visage without her knowledge
that so keen and sagacious an observation was going
.n.

"Ah, It is Slbatla. the sorceress 1" he raeifUly ex¬

claimed, as he recognise 1 the hij. "Sow, what has

Sibalia, the Sorceress, to do with Lauretta I"

"Idle hussy J" crle<l Sib ill a, shaking her staff,

which was fashioned like a serpent, an 1 raisin? it

as If abontto strike the snrlnklng girl, "it Is well

for yon that you are on the grejn, for I d>

not wish to draw a crowd, or I'd lay tils on yjur

dainty shoulders."

She was a large and p >werfal woman, old, bat as

muscular 'as an athlete. Her arms, bare to the

shoulders, were statne 1 with ver.nlllon and painted
here and there with black and cabalistic characters,
and as she gesticulated the muscle* stood out hard

and distinct, like great cords. She wore a kind of

crown fashioned or mlsletoo and hemlock twigs,
beneath which her fleroe rray eyes sparkled with

evil desires. A long and dingy gown, which once

ha 1 been crimson, covered her heavy, burly form

and trailed for at leant a yard behind her.

The hag was vexed In spirit, for the day bad bscn

unprofitable to her purse at her own booth, which

was In another market place. No one had consulted

her all that day to ask her all in prying Into the fu¬

ture, great and dreaded as was her reputation, for a

ivalhal swept away all her custom hy m ikinjsrn ill

gifts to all who consulted him.a rival who made

much show and parade, and darq^to ridicule ber

powers of prophecy, and sneered at her wisdom.

Thus she stood before ttie flower booth boiling
wt'h a wrath she dared not vent upon that rival, but

eaaer to overwhelm the helpless.
"Do you know, Idle wretch, that I have not taken

In a shilling all this day f" she cont nued. "A ras¬

cally knave who calls himself 'Wise Joscphas' has

attracted an my trade.but I will be even with him

yet. Aud behold you have not sold a flower I What

do yon mean r Did you sing as 1 bade you, to at¬

tract customers t Did you plpo np with that fine

voice of yours ?"

"I have not sung. I cannot sing bo londly, so ot>-

soenely as do those bold fl.iwer girls over mere," re¬

plied Lauretta, pointing at several booths, whose

owners were females of the commonest stamp, and

whose shrill voices clamored for customcrj in vile

verses.

"And did you not BingT I gave yon a new ballad

to learn. Ton con read ah well as any clerk In Lon¬

don. Dame Man"fleUl taught you that, and you cm

sin? like a nightingale. Are you too good to earn

your dally bread f"

"I am not too good to work, Sihalia, 'Kit I am too

good to Plug the vulgar ballad yon gave me."

"Hear the proud fooL I wrote the ballad myself,
and she Is too good to mug It, while »he mopes and

lets those wenches get a 1 the custom. Out on your

modetity 1"

With these wordi the enrajed ling lirted np her

crooked staff and strocU Lauretta a sharp blow upon
the shoulder. She raised the staff again to repeat
the brntal deed, hilt with a I sap like that of a loopsrd
Mortimer Clair sprang forward, snat< hed the staff

from her hand and brok.- It In twain, saying a* bt-

pushed her headlong to ttie ground:.

"Witch, but that yon claim to be a woman, though

you are more of a devil, I would belabor you to a

Jelly."
The sorcertss waa much uina/cu at this unexpected

assault, and for a moment remained heaped np on

the gram, staring at her assailant
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rtIB SltRCRRRSi at bay.

Tbs mishap of the sorceress was not an-een by
those near the booth of the flower girl, and In an In¬

stant. and before Plhalta had scrambled to her f^et, a

motley crowd was rnnnlnjr toward tte spot with a 1

that eagerness which Inflames the vulgar on behold¬

ing a sc®ne of strife.

"Come, Lauretta," said M rtin rr, hastily, will

protect you. Come w Itit tii ¦ to toy mother's house.

I«et thl« evil-eyed bag att« ptto prevent U If ah*

dare."

Plballa, however, who hart by thl« time rt*cn from

the ground, sprang toward l.anretta with her hantls

wide strr'ohe 1 to seise her, exrHmtng -

"What I you two know each other ' Otlt, It you

dsi* forsake me for him I'll have vengi-anri? «ri yon

both -black vengeance

"I will se» to that, detestable w itch," replied Morti¬

mer, as he stopped between the vln llctlve hag and

the trembling Ijuirc'.ta.

As he did so hit mantle fell from the face of Flay
dills, and the old woman rcrognlfed the ehUJ with

a bowl of mingled rag** and wonder.

"Fla' He has got Fla I *h, you little sprite of ob¬

stinacy," she added, brandishing her fists and glaring
at the affrighted ch'ld, "you dared to escape from

your good old grandmother. But I'll have roo oa< it

If there is any law in Envland."
"Y«m are not. m? irrandmofher," oned the child.

"Ilrother Mortimer, nave me."
A crowd had now swarmed amun1 the spot -*

crowd composed of apprentices, tradesmen, farmer*
and Idlers, who, pret>os»<«t<sed hv the noble air of
Vortlmcr and the beauty of tho«t« he protected
began to revile the hideous old woman with cries of
.core and hate.
"Out upon the old witch P' said abtnff.facei conn-

trvman. flonrlshlshlng a stout oaken staff. "Witches
should be burned. What this old ha* pretend to
bi' tnc grandmother of that of that prettv child "'

.<Av, sue wishes to n«e her In her turnery." cried
another. "Pelt ner, lsds ! D ive her off the green."

"f<top. mv friends," said Mortimer, aa several
ru'hr.i forward as if about to mitt eat the scowling
oi l woniau. who faced UM sco.iers with an an-
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rag 1 1 vims i -e. *..»<» not li ir n h^r liu' m i'<o wr» v or
n« .hi I uua a |y, w .o itts b 'ou i>a i v used by
tli s on tv iiii iu. ci.Bf to iuv arm, Lauretta, au.i
we wig li ury awa, .

»

He io >k ii r hi* velvet mantle awl cast it o* er the
acaatiiy c ad nhoui lera oi fie Mower gal, unwll lug
mi i tue ruue eye* of tite mob blioaal least unoa audi
buauty.
".icaven hte-w you, dear Mortimer," said Lauretta,

a* *he claspe i th ; mantle aro md her. "She wo ml
li t e ki: led me li 1 li.t.l not exposed my ueck tin I
ar as. till mul it would attract rade "

*'--nv no more Uitireim. You can explain all when
we reach my mother's house," replied Mo. timer, ad
tbey moved aw .y Ui baste.
siba la won d have ursnod had she dare 1, bat the

menacing aspeet and shouts of tue crowd war..ed
her tuat she u id bent lo >lt to lier own safety.
sorcery was e\ le a >iy unilocular iu »ha. arc, an 1,

in tact, the late fratricidal* Km.', E I ward IV., lia<l
conip issed the deatn of ma brother iieor.ro, Duke of
Clarence, bv accua.ng nlm of tne crime of soroerv.

.-ibalia. ho veve., timugn she profooiel to f >r -tell
a*i<l p.oph -v, claimed tuat sae received ui>r power
iro n giolspirii* aulth.it slie dealt with nothing
evil, nor li id any formal aocua itiou ever tieeu made
a/aiust her. Some secret friend of powerful lutlu-
ence at court also protected her. and she could show
a p -riuit from uo meaner nan I than thai of lie King
«iv iu aiballa Thorubuck the rmlit to foretell and
receive pay tuerefor.

Mill sae was hat3d as well as feared by the people.
Hated b -cause oi her furious temper and outer
touguo joined io the general bjilef tuai all soroer s
uucesaarnt had dea mjs with ev.l sprits in d vers
aaapc*, and somen ue-i with the lazier of all 'vil
himself; leared because it was currently reported
that none who dared to otfeu 1 lier bad ever pros¬
pered after.that some mishap was sure to befa.i the
offender.
Tuus she was regarled with dark feelings bv all.

and many who ha.i Hitherto avolde I her balei ill gaze
u >w to. it courage from the uuaiber of lijr re« ilers
an 1 clamored for her piinlmiueut.
The euireaty of Mortumr, ax he left the flower

boo n, reatraine I tbe vio.eu *s of tue cro.vd but. for a
motiient. an I waen a voice shouted, ' Let us ud^el
tue wuch i" a Bco.e of o hers repeated the cry.

.-loalla, perceiving her danger, looked aoout for
an om-n u/ to escape, but saw that »lie » ;u con-
pletely ue,uuied m by a deep circle of Ua-siiln^ eyes,
angry laces aud outstretched arms.
Though an shouted "Boat her I" "Cudgel h--r !"

"Tear lier to piece* !»¦ all waited for so ne ou to oe-
giu the attack, for finding rt gat Impossible th < des¬
ecrate ling Had drawn a great kuite IVoin uuder ber
gowu and dellid lier euem.es.

.Come ou, ye rascally dog*:" she screamed, as she
flourished ine gllitcriii/ steel ovct Head. "A' ho sa., s
.Hea h.rf Here she Is. Come ou, ray bold one .si
Who wish s tie llrst Uste of my ku.iei' It won't
hurt.ou uol Don't be afraid, uiy chit. iron of tue
devil, its p lint au 1 ed.es are pols.tue I, iii.vdws.
Ju t a sjratch ou your hides aud l:'s all up wita you.
i ouli die beiore th: day's out. Thit is a: I. Cone
on, my lads. Lay ou, uiy boys, rue old womau is
not afraid. She won t hurt you.oh uo!"

1 bus Hueeruijr and threa.e n* the tierce aorcereaa
atoo.l at Liay, uelylag and Jeering by turns. .

There was aiucu aaoutlug by in.iaa w.n composed
the oaisklrt* a.id centre of the circle around her;
but those iu the irout rault sbrauk from tue territite
glare of her tlery eye*, tne glitter of her p ilaou -d
kaite, a id the desperate raze aud hate walc.i dis¬
torted her ludeou-i. scai lct v.sagc, aud spiu tercd
nates of foam from her grinning teetu and purple
lips.
liven the bluff-faced countryman with the stout

oaken outf, recoi ed as she dar ed a glauce of l'ury
at Uiin, stiriekiug as she shook her kniio ai him.
"Co.ne, ciodiiopper, try your aia.r ugainst my

Itnite ! Cuaw b.;cou, you are a coward !"
At tills m tment aa incident occurred which added

to tue Krow>ii^ terror oi the supcrsuiious uiob. A
large owl suddenly fluttered down with heavy,
ilappiug wuus iroin tbe tree near the booth and
peiciie on tne bead oi the s .rce.vss, ro'ltax liu
great, atarlug eyes about bun aud suapplug his boruy
beak.
Moalla recognized the bird, as he fluttered from

the iice. as »ue or ner uncouth pets which had es¬
caped ro.u ber booth >hat iii >rn.u '. Tiu ug y tilrd
na 1 recognize.) the voice of h a iu sires, aud being
hungry auer Ills truuuey, natura iy sou^tit the pruri¬
ence of one wao supplied his voracity w.tU dainty
loo i.

rue mob, however, Imagined this mass of
feat uered ugliness as one of lueservuut demous of

i he sorceress co.u.u,' to her aid, aud leit back ha tliy
a.4 si.e called out;.
"Are you there I'hillpf Look at the rascals, Philip!

lie rea iy lo tear lUe.r eyes out, tn> pet men soratcb
lite fa' t of that clodhopper," slie ad le 1, pauitiu : at

a farmer whoae eyes were expanaed with terror aa
ue gazed at tae bird.
Tue owl, trained to understand and obny every

jresiure of his uilsiroea, swooned at th » far u t wita
a hoarae crjr, and gashed his cheek wnu a awu't

clutch of lus suurp aud powerful ctaws.
ihe boor, who imagined the devil was iu the bird,

roare l w.ia pain and terror, and plunged head.oug
into tae crowd, yelang at t.ue top oi ..i« voice..
"Save ine. good people! Save me froui the devil

and a.l ins atuei*!''
A ama i tiiiu/ will often atrlke a mob with a paulc,

aud, instead of looking to the safety of the luckless
tioor, every man. woinau aud cuiid iled lu lauguaule
Uas.e au I co .fusioa.
The owl fluttered heavily aronnd lit-* mistress, as if

drawing a nia.ic circle lor bur proU-i.tion, and Hieu,
dazzled by tue rays of the «un, again perched 1dm-
aeli upon tier bead, niinilln/ her ear, as was lua cus¬
tom wucu lie desired food.

'I ae moo, However, ^niucing back over their shoul¬
ders, Initialled that theowl was imparting diabolieol
acueiues to tue sorceress for their punisument, uud
did not pans.* until at a considerable d. statics.
There tiify halted to lake note oi' the movements

of Hie eorct-resH, who hud made no attempt to pur-
em- ibeui, a« t lay naa leareii.

"I'd nlve a ton of hay," sai 1 the fanner Avith the
blot-din/ okeek as ho caught breach. * to wr.ug the
neck oi mat owl. May tae lieu t take it."
"i lie ll 'iid ia In the bird," replied the blutT-fOced

country man with tne Bti.f. "Wticu it tiarn-il at you,
uod,(e, 1 made at it lo strike it do-yn. au i, us I a u a
i.viiu inau. my lad. my cudge. cut through it with-
oui turniux ateauier.''

..Let's pelt Hie witch, ltobln; but wait.there gnus
a party oi tue city gallant towauls her.''
"They arc servants oi nobles," said itotiin, "and

be ou t..e horse must !*. a cai f. ait, no.igu, li -re
comes a aeoie of riders rld.n^ ui al the h >rse ^a >.. of
tue gree.i."

i ii-i countrymen moved aside t«» irive way before
the iidvwnee of a small caval* a te of soil armed and
st-e.ciad men. a wIu h- tirad rode oae whose nam <*

has iK-«-n han, I <1 down to pos.crity- as in.anions.
lie was a man in tiic prime of youn.' inaulioiMl,

bein,' iioi ipn'e thirty-two years of ag": y -t lus dar*
a ai s.nlster face, despite Its maniy bMU lso.iietiess,

apix'ar-d lar older, i'lie craft uud iiia iliigor one
od iu aclieuiiD,' ambit on and iuer' ,.e^ crue.ty
already wrinkled tiie chi^ews and furroww.t the brow
o. itlchard of (iloiic<-sier then Ktn^ <>f Kn/laud.

lie sat in iim steel haddie . rect aud stei u, und as
he entered the grecu iil» keen, wary K'auce swept
rapidly ov< r all.

Ill" torin of the sorr^res-" was -it 'he moment u
conspl uoua ol»,«-ct, lorabe stood iu the cetit e of a
great circle of people whose cries and e-tur» s Were
due> ted toward her.
-Tnere is the woman I des're u> se1,** remarked

Hi kin/ as his eye fell upon ihe criinaoa j-own o. ti.e
sorceress, "s-pur after, veuUemeii."

.-the Kin^f,'' cried a Hundred von i-i, a- i!ie nepplerecognized 'ue mouar -h. "Way f,>r th Klnirf"
No eiieurs of appi.tuae ever grt-i .«-d the unurper

when lie appeared in puiil c. Me wa* hated aid
l< arc I l>y tue peop.e, an l women turned poit- and
suuddcre I w li» n the savage uiu defer ot (lie "Winces
iu the tower' passed by.
While tue Kma ar. t ins puriy tulram d at a rapid

trot, their swords and spurs jlncliut; loudly, a n dile-
niaii inouttt d on a |x>werrul b!a<.^ dorse and at-
tendc i by h*if a score or ho oi men ai-jnas on foot,
had ai ready reacaud the sorre. eaa and reined h.s
ab-e 1 u* ar her.

t ins uoiiletnan wa-< a man we 1 advanced In yi srs.
yet vigorous aud at live, tiiotijru h<s long hair u id
bear i were quite gray. Llr-tac fn/ ne was cU*«
ill co nplete pa uvlv of steel, leit wo e his hc'iuei
with tlto vi-or up. Ills features wcr - dirk, crael a d
ounula^ in Hielr expre^sioo, and lilt voice eve i
ingiy s'ern and baran as lie abruptly a I Jieis id tbe
norcoreNft.

...Mi^t menns ihn rabble rontf Bcvc any dartd
to siiow > on uisrespect, Mbalia Th irnbuck /

. v.'ii- i/ird, sad if tncy da> I *oU'i Border
ne. i iru.j kua*e». itutheii o.ue,- ihe i\in<,
for wh -e -ign mnnual these rascals show no rt--
apcct. Uu>. my i<ord, 1 hare just beeu roo .ed of the
g.rl Lauretta."
"Hobissi ! What ru'- iri yon, f'tsilia' Rare yon

lost her* demanded ie noble haatiiv, while his
Harsh M>ce showed macii agi'ation.

.iruf. Lord Kewer. a gaiiant, uianreMousty like
Uim who siei i-i In the ched, but now snatched her
from nie Slid liuffled i» a> v» t U her I won d have
pnrsuetl, if but to do no more that, learn where he
,tv«-s, b it the inobsuiok his part and weie ab ml to
utinier

Itefore l/»ril Rogci He Mont.for-i could ieply lie
Klnir arrived upon the spot, and - arocly dsi.uiug
to neth e the noble said to ~i'ia ia

-Wonsn, are you she m they call siti^in, Ihe
Sorcerr »s r
"My liege, t at- 1 no fore ifw Hist i< s name

will' h ni> nemiss have tijHin me that they may
destroy me. lem au Uouest letnaie seer, wtio, by
tne help ot gco-1 sngels, can foreti-.l the evil which
In k« hi the future ol ail who oonsult me. Mv name,
vour « aoe. is Mbalia Thornbuck, and I t«*ar tue
ri'jnl hi^ii manual of the ri >bln Richard."

..peace. We know that we were persuaded by
Lord nogcr 1>p Montfort to affix our royal aigtialure
to a parc iiiieiit irraritiiig you certain eitraordiuary
pr. Alleges. L'ntii uow we have never «eeuyuii. liy
,st, Paul' >»>u look not like one to whom a:iv angel,
good or had, wouid give aid, though thete is mm a
of the devil ill jiour faoc."
" Vly fa> e U is (iod made It, your gntee," said Si-

halia, Mule her red eyes flashed with resentment
even against i lie king- 'Tie fashions Ui- faces of
women and shapes the forms of men aa He ate-i
Ot."
"You are over bold, hag," cried the king, whose

sensitiveness to aught that hinted at deformity
wmoed under the covert sneer, "ilut you ap ak
laiaeiy. Vice snd lust have made up the ugliness of
jourtace. W e nave heard of your atrange powers
and would put tnem to the teat. See to It that you
are si Hie private entranoe of our palace at tbe hour
of ten to-nuht'*
Having -poki'-n theae words, Richard glauced

keenly at tbe ia e of Lord Roger and rude away, fol¬
lowed by his escort.

¦Tall back, knaves," sa|d Lord Roger to his at¬
tendants. "I have something to say to tula worn m."

Ills oilowers obeyed and the sorceress drew very
neat to the noble, who bent in bla saddle aud whis¬
pered
"You see the king treats me eoldiy. ne suspects

me ss he does every oue."

N! II 41. 1.A, TIIK KOltC'EIlKWW.
"Has lie cause. inv lunl jske I Siballa. sharply."Wii.ii is that to you. Siba'l.i t You are to have a

pr vii'c uu I euce Willi too imu^ Cuuulve to dls».-
ji.i to urn susp clou -i."

It nm si a gc tuat a noire no noted for his we.il li
a id lier. e cuaracter Ui linger d« Mo .itfort suoull

use a toue or deitp re.s;»e i a 1 even ol nepeudou o
tovard i creature au base aud a^le a-t sili .la
I'bornniick.
So ue mysterious tie bound them together In all

their "fUiiues.aaucrotyei powcriul tic, kua.vu a-,
yet ouiy to tUeuiac Vis.

. I will do a I tuat I can, my lord," replle t Sibailv,
gravely; "but In tue ineiutl ue wuat is to be doue
aoout i.au ct a i1 she uas been turn from me. as I
Haul, ami by a g.iMunt wilt) r'seuibiua atraiue.y ilio
m m wh > alejps In tlie cuest."

.¦lie careful in your evpressions. Mballa," said
I.o d Kojcr. "Do yo i kiio r tlie gallant r"
"No. uiy lord, uorever saw ul.u lioiore. Hut I have

more to tell you. i ou roiuouiber the little g.rl, I-. a,
we cal.ed tier r" ,

'.Ay, wiiat of horf llavo you recovered hcrf
Have you 8t en or neard au^ht of liert" demanded
tlie uobie eagerly.

"Tlie mine gallant who (matched away Lauretta
carried in hia anna that very cinl.i."

..lli.n ah.; tu en y"
"Lives, and w well cared for by no common per-

¦on, il I may judje by ti.s dreas an I bearing. Now,
mara this suddeu conjunction of evil presage to you,
my lord," aa.d tlie sorcurea* a .ieuiuiv. "t'.ie uinr
la evidently suspicions of your io>alty. I.aureita,
upou whose pusvas.ou ho .iiucli depends la snatched
from uiy c unro. bv one of wuo u I have ao know¬
ledge, but w hoae form a.r and features are the l.v-
ing image oi the man In the ctnsi, and who is the
pruicctur of tne cuild l-'ia, wuo should ue either dead
or in our power. As I live " she exclaim d, and
poin.lug towards a diaiaul booth, "tho.e stands tne
unknown g iliatit now, with i.an eila and tue child.
Can we not manage tt> separate tue n Imm their pro-
tec or and r.ga.u pos.se-.mou or IkjIIi ?"
"oe will try, at lean. Kollo»v iue, Slbalia," re¬

plied Lord Koger. ea;eny.
.\do»e caui.uu.sly, my lord, or Ue may take the

alarm and evade us In tue crowd."
Lord i.oger gave a te.v ordera to Ills followers, who

iiiime iliite y dispersed lu various d. ructions, though
all g.aduatly con veiled towards tae bjo.u be.o.o
wiilca ilortiuier Clair and Ins two coiupuuioua were
sUiudiug.

CnAPlKIl III.
THB CLUB OK T»IB PRINTER.

After leaving the vicinity oi the sorceress Mortimer
Clair, with K anlllla on hi-* leit arm and Lauretta
cuug.ug to his right, had direct d hia susms towards
oue ol tue nates of ilie lucioame, intending to ua>u.n
to ma mother's house.
Tney uad reached the gate when Flujdilia cried

out:.
"Brother, we are going home and have no flowers

for uioiuer."
"True, uiy little pet," replied Mortimer," and that

must nut be. 1 hardly think t.iat Mo soreoress w ill
dare to mount ua wain, especially as I aee that the
peupte have surrounded Her. We will go back and
purchase a gariaud."
"Mortimer," whispered Lauretta, In an anxious

tone, "do not look around Just yet Are you liaten-
iu.fr'
"Could you speak to me, Lauretta, and ask me

thatr '

"iliank yon, dear Mortimer. Tut do not look
around yet, for 1 am auro we are followed."
"Uy whom, i«aurettav"
"By two young gentlemen dressed as [rummers."
"U they a.e divssod as mum.tiers how do you

know thai they are gentlemen, young or old t" asked
Mo. tinier aa tliey crossed Hie t,rccn, yet not looking
back."
"oh, they twice stopped at the booth where you

found me, and asked to purchase Mowers, oilerm/
live times the price 1 stated U 1 would permit tneni
to kiss me."

" i he ruJe scoundrels I" exclaimed Mortlm°r, flush¬
ing with jealousy.
" I'hey to >k mo to be like these bold girls In t ie

other booths, Mortimer.an, it was basj and cruel n
that old wo.uau lo expose a modest girl to such
losulis. I treuib.e leal jou, Mo. timer, tiunk iess of
me uow."

".Say no more of that, Lauretta," interrupted Mor¬
timer, quickly. "My faith in your purny is uu-
snakt-u, dearest g rl. and 1 know you cau readily ex-
piaiu al. as soon as we can converse in peace, biit
oi tue in uuuin-rs.now d.d you discover tuat they
were young guu.le.uenr Ah, It is irue," he addei,
al ter a quick a td apparency careless giauce ov er u s
auoiililei', "we are io.lowcd b/ two muniiuers,
marked and in qua<nt dinfUisu. iiu>. Lid me wuy you
tiii.ik >liev are uoi <»i the raobler"

lictore we give the reply of Lauretta It m:iy be
well to state to the uuiiiiior.ued reaier.it any are
uuiiiioruied in these days oi geuerai education, what
was meant by the term "minuiucrs," a worn whtou
has almost gone out of urn-, iltou^u comuiuu in tue
unie of whlcu we write.
uu all iioiidays many dltu'ul^ed themselves In

masks and fantastic dress a, ottenof the mo,t ab-
0ii rn and laughable ai wen as ol' tuu uiotl repu sivo
desiifus, and thus attired strolled turoiigh tue sireets
or jested aud danced around Uie market p.acoa,
singing and carousing.

U.o.ui and course unmor, rude prnctlcal Joke*,
pleased tue laste of the age, and tUj wnd aud riot¬
ous of liotu si xes deiighteo in tue liuiuiinity uilorded
by disguise to revel unknown. Nob.es au 1 gentry
as we 1 as <be lowest ranks of tlie poi>«lace, thus
attired u»cd their d.sgutsea as rnucu for l.g..t ,.ud
ser.ous iiiiriguc as tur sport.

1'uoae nia-tkors wero U;ruicd "uititnniprs" In tlie
da.vs of Klolurd 111., and t.vo of tnem were evident¬
ly following Mortimer Clair and his co upauions,
whether through har.ii.esa curiosity or wicked iuun-
lion couid not ne told.

'. i ou see that there are two of them," replied Lau¬
retta. * one in a btue dress trimmed with sliver
laoe, and tae other in green and gold. Both wear
siiuilur masks, but he In gre >n an 1 gold ih the chief.

1 Itelieve tney are young nobles.at least »ue of
them.and the outer Is of the gentry. First, the ma¬
ter al of tlie, r dress is new aul very costly, their
voices are s.nooth. and their language, tti .u^u vul¬
gar tu meaning, correct and po Ism- 1 lu utterance.

1 noticed, too, that both w,ir golden spun, and no
one interior to that ol a ktnghl is pcriuilted to wear
tlicui. Lveu you. Mortiiner, tuo igu ol ilie geutry no
d mot, cannot wear gol leu spurs."
Mortimer smile I at tins remark, and then suddeulv

looked i;rav. aaiing:
"f-orne day I uiay «ear them with hen-dltary r elit

as wed ms tuese two gay gal.ants; at pre ion. whut
right 1 have lo wear t.ie.n » wou wnh in. swor I.1'
He pa ->'d a moment as if in d>uM sndllm

taking a pair of golden spurs iroin lila bono a
siiiti|>ed and ouckied the u uooii uls ne 'la.
"Ah, ill n you ate a kuigut I" exclaimed Unre'ta,

ania 'd. "i knew yuj were a njo.e by nature, M r-
tnner; b 1 1 did not know tlia you wi re a ku ;nt."
"ion will not lore me less fur tlia'. laiure a? '

"l.Ove you less, Murium r Alas, why a.iould you
love tney"

"Ik-cause you are beautiful slid innoceuf, Lau¬
retta. But wuat moie oi the nummcrs '

..But tell me why yon pui on luoae apura. brother
Mortimer *' a--Led FlajfUilla.
" lo warn tnose maskers that lam not to he fol¬

lowed with luaoioui curiusny, ur perhaps because
they tl ,u ' to uisuil Laiir<'iui l.i my p,e-«*aoe.

*i hey drew offtnelrglov sal the booth," cunt nnnd
laiure.ia, "and I saw tuat their uands were It r an I
clean, and decked with j^weded rlugi, so tlia'- you
see that they must be al iea»t of Uie g.-utry. l evel s,
I In aid Hie oae In bluu aud atlvet call luiu Id greca
and gold sir Mtnon."

"ii is >cr> prob »ble that they are as you suppose,
Laure ia. '.Ve will pause ai this nooth, and peiiup.
lliey may pass on. .sir Hiinm, did you say >"
"l ea, Sir Simon \ agra u, 1 thing," replied lain-

mt r», aud aa sue giain-ed at her (over's fa e a.io
a<l«i<st. "Ah, why ari yuu so pale, Mortimer r"

' V-lr r>l:oon Vagrsm f Vuu ar<- mret" asited Mor¬
timer, laying his hand upon the lull of his sword,
and ha.niig abruptly, though sild several paci a fri in
the ls>oih to whlen he had directed Id s -ps. "\oit
ma it tio mistake in the naiue, iamrrtia \ on are cer-
uuttthai' ue in green and gold t> as called sir S.uiou
Vagrani /¦"

lain re' in was surprised at his agliutlon as he
spo,;p. HI.S fave was ashy pme, thoiign a bright red
S|ioi nrucd upon eaeli ci.eek, b.« dark hazel eyes
gl .uiii' l angnly and Ins biu.ul whl.e bro -. look;d
I., (lercstjan Lauretta had ever Imagined the
the uo.ile or iw uf M'iril iicr CUur oou.d luo*.

"I i.now ins companion coiled him Mir Simon
\;ljrom,'- npl.ed Laurct'.a, decidudly. "l»o you
kiln* lilra-"'

"It tniia he his »<ou," said Mortimer, speaking his
thought i aloud, and not heeding laturetia'aqmsuou,
"the son of linger Muion v rtgiaui, nuw calie j i/ird
Roger He Montiurt. It Is bnpus'lble that he shou.d
know me. lie may not be a« great a villain aa h a
latoer. We will see."
They movi-d ou an i soon stood near the flower

booth m whieb two bold faced, Inazen look ug youug
Women were sc. ling gar.auda, wreaths and l>ou-
quets.

I ne throng of spee'atom and Iwyers was «o great
t ut i itiiuersaa it would be dltlicuit tofjree his
wuy iu tlie tlower talile unhv- he icit his couiputiluti.
and tins he was unwll.lng to do.

¦'JA t tis a ait," he said. "He have tim<* enough,
and bes de, I wish to see If those two mummers ui-
leii I to lamtinue ihe r annoying pursuit."

It. was then that he was seen by the sorceress, as
we have narrated.
Mortimer, however, was not looking toward Hlbal-

la, but kept his eyes axed upon the two mummer*,
who con tu ved to advance with ati Idle, sauntering
pare, until they halted within a lew feet of hiui and
nis companions.
Their masks were plain, though or white velvet,

leaving nothing visible of their faces except, their
eyes, these they fixed rudely upou the beautiiul and
blushing countenance of Laureita.

.Wo," said lie In green and gold, with a light
laugh, "the beauty uf the flowers has flown fruui her
ro-a-i to roam with".here he stared at Moriini-r,
and added, "with.what shall we ce.l this valiant, Sir
Barturi f"

"('ail him the king of prow*," replied b'a compan¬
ion. and alluding to Mortimer's black gam.

".Sir," said Mortimer, haughtily, "I ain the friend
aod protector of this lady, as you may learn to your
oosL Co your way and we wl I go oura."
"Best let him ulone," whlspi red 8b Barton to hla

eomrude. "|ie ^ a stranger to me, hut ho wears
spurs and 1* do country simpleton, as wa thought.
Come, there is right in his fa« e and eyea."
"Ihe tin pl'-aaes me, Barton; aud though she Is a

pmde, this tail fe.low shall uot rullle it so loud r
wlih me. if you are arrald of bla spurs or his eyes
you may leave," replied .sir Bimon, pettishly...Bah Barton Woolfort fearest noihlng," said the
other. "Your father bnya my sword for your attend¬
ance. and I have drawn It oiten lu your wild frolics,
and will do so again, Mr Bimon, but I warn you tu
.vul I auv man with a front aud air like this. Let the

fin pass; there are bvudred* as fair, wuu will ciapueir hands with joy to receive your notice."
"No, there are none fairer. I am smitten throughthe heart by her buauiy. At least 1 will Win her
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nimV Hiii l the rash young uobla, a-t U<- advanced
vi v near Lur'ttu.

Mil 'tinier uif nste it ly p'aood Klavoi a upon the
.m n , and put MmmU u « to tMBW th
u; r! ; ax.u J t.iu <1 aWl.ilt UiJ swor I h.i f .¦ tn.r 10.

"L'w.l nothing us In- dl . tins. but 7«-
* ,i |i .!o mn e wuli ill wj' i»' >lr _ ' «*>.
ch e I ii> M ir.ina ra bearing, ah., ;. I out 1' .

SW»,;a i,^Kialf do you dare lay jour band on your

ab'-rtine, »n I araw it on muss p» .',w'£'Tpl ft i Morn tier, as his swo- 1 ea ie I fro n I ? - ft
an w.iha n ii-M'rtti'ok ., -<eiit .->ir t i.o.i * -.pinning u»
tlie'ilr. rail 1 1 the won icr of that V'juiiir nwc:iLi t- e a u of sie I was to those w in n hea In* ilk*

I n *(ia k o. lire i» bug upon gunpowde . instant*/
tin' cry of ' few or h' a lit lit f' * a* rulse
ring of exel'ed * ectator. belted iu the gentlemen
a il ihe two t.enib.tiiij g rls.

s.r >im ii h sword bad ilow i too far or h m to reI g ilu It (vc it had Ujaii tr.iniiil :«l ui»on ami broken
l»v tie lie ivy holuiat ed brogaus of the nub. Bui
his ta ler aod lucre fo inula* le c.ni.pitilou's sword
was o.it ami .mtued:a.ely cioased thai nf Mortimer.

..Voi in i.v ilUa'in a ooy, my b a ¦< frien I," Bala
S'r t'ur o , tauntingly, a* he bailed ftn attempt of
Mortimer to ila h ti.s sword from til.* grasp. "but not
mo."

.- |r Kar on Woolfort, a mere adventurer and bravo,famous for tin courage .nl wk ill as a brawler, and
kill 'h ed by I dward IV. (or his desnera.e valor at
thebaUe of liarnet, hail be-n employed bv Lord
Ho 'e , Earl of Muuiiort, to attend upon h . wild and
r ek oa* lieir, Sir Simon \atirnn, an I therefor*
ncv r tailed to stand fairly and squarely la behalf of
the young libertine.
As he xiKike tue above words a sharp thrust of

Mortimer1!* aword lore away hln uia»K oi white vel¬
vet and rev -aleil htMiwaithy. wai->a«oiei vl«a?e.
"lake care, yonn.' sir," cried a voice lu me ring ot

spectators, "lhat la Black Bartoa you are UghW
'""Were he the black devil I would not for him."
roiilit'ii Morti uer, aa«al ln<r the uotortou* bull? with

a sk 11 and resolution which taseil ihe adveututei .

a®s"eHHnoplReon. He alma to kli." muttered 8»»
Barton, as lie was lorced back, inch by Inch, before a
¦word more formidable than any he had over met la

''""('ads alive I" exclntme I the aame friendly volca
'.the youu ' Kentleman will pink the court bully. At
him Mortlm sr, at him! and, by hamtu*! liito b'ra
bruvelvl" tlio sneaker adiied, as the sword of the
youn ' gentte nan iie.it aside t iai ol Sir Siinoii and
WHH tl.?u" '

.ear to the hUt guard, ibron/ii the throal

The wounded man uttered a cry of ng ! and P^'^>an l foil heavily on the green swar i. lie wa«
acarcely th»re when Mortimer'* fo a waa upon nla
breast, w n le her uched forward, graape l the collar
of Mr Simon, and wlili utonlahlnir muckne.'M hurlea
thi yonn^ baronet acr.»aa ihe ImkI* of sir Barton era
tue latter could struggle to hla feet.

In another uiHtaut Mortimer tore otr the mask oi
8lr Sluion, and uAi-ed ateruly Into ihe noble a pale
fV a fatr an 1 handsome face, more anitab e to
a woman's form than that o! a mau, yet withal a
face f 1 1 of evil evpre.salon, cunnmir, anltreachery.
It was not a iowirdly face eli er. o . the Upa and

c iln were reaolute an I agKress ve In the.r ini u. I. an«
the eves keou and dedaui even loeu. wh le tue sworu
of Morttm-T Clair was at the throat of lUelrownw.

.Sir liar.on could not rise, aa sir blmo.i luy air mi
his clieit aud the kuee of Mortimer was preaaing
bharply upon the breaht of tUe jouug baronet, while

ltJ"Ask pard ni.'tl'r Simon, of the lady yon presumed
10Ag^ance 'ai°ihoVeso.me Vaoe whlcb^owned apo.
hliu to d Sir Simon that the v.ctor was not a man
whose thre.i's v\e.o mere win I. Ho »aw
death In the blizing otb* Cashing over ulm, yet 9
m.ide no a.ipeal for mercy, thougu hla cheek and .lp»
gr"l>ev"r''lhelcr^l. glaring hite and deflanei a« he
scowled at lus comiue.'or, "I defy you I i»oyou ti.lnk
a \ a/ram will apologise to a trullr
"Liar !" said Mortimer, as he drew ba;'k his band

to give force to Ins Intended tnruat. *v->he is purer
than the mother who bore you I"

..Do no slav Ulm. Mortimer I" cxcla mcd Lauretta,
who liaJ sprung forward and graspe I the powertul
urm ol net lov. r. 'Mo not, fir my saie I Ob, It U a
dread ul thing to take a human life I tn ate him I

¦' he Eari oi ..ontfori I" alioute i so ue oue in tbe
crow i. ..»> uy lor the Earl ol MonUort l"

anr.,.^ leldlnn re.uctantly to the entrcailea of Lanretta
M, rti "

r w t irew a pace or two iro.n his prostrateaSn at and turneil to confront one whose nam.
u. i i i» mruck Um car wktU wrrtb e loictJ.
Tue Earl, conspicuous in hla lofty *

coil black war B'ceil, crect an I formidable in bejJ-in,', uml sciwlliig angriiv as he ur^l' 'i8 h"^*siralxhi tli. 011411 the de.isj circle of spe^tawrs,
reined up as he entered the apace in the celitre of tbe

^1 Us tac« 11 ushed deeply ro«l aa his first g'anoo fell
upon the lor.ua of his aou and Sir Barton, tueu in tbe
act of rising from tuelr unpleasant positioii.I lAuretia Bml 1 lavdllia cli.n^ to tin tr protector «.
they r.iw the scarlet visage of the evll-i y :'«l ^°^ere aI |i urin ' at tlieiu aa ahe stood i.ear tue c.arl. tlar n^
wickedly a>. them and ea?er to pouuee upou tiiem at
her hapless prey; whl.e the hideous bird of nlV'|Wp relied upon her tangled yellow hair, fanned the
bloated cheeks of hla mistreas with Ina broad, beav*
w in s. an.l robed hia euonnoua e^ea abjut htm witu

* »i"JaUuean<i this disgraceful scene r demanded
lx>rd Itoger. 111 a harsh, disagreeable voice, as 111.
deepset eyes flashed rebuke upon li s son una Mr
Uarion; a .d lor the mouient forgetting ihe sorceress.
"Simon \ airrnin, what rout la this
as he repealed llil. Inquiry hi* eyes for the first

time fell uoou the haughty, vet noble face and form
of Mortimer Clair, whose dark and steady eyes were
fix (xl curriea ly upon his features.
An a hy pullor swept every auade or crlms >n rrom

the race or tue earl aa be alared, open mouthed, at
ill ¦! vo nu gentleman wlioae llerv >ra/.e seemed to
search and per e hla soul. Lord Roger trembled In
h s siidd e and lie seemed so luint and slek. was ao
deathlv pile, that the soroeres., who-e k.s-ri eve.
were ».iddeniy turned upon htui, grasped h.a iron-
gloved hand an I cried warulngly.
Take care my lord, liewaic of the evil ye '

These words r^-ejil ed the courw/e of t lie earl. Hi.
dirk iaee burned with shame and wrath. He drew
his sword has iiy mid pertelv tiv that hla guard.
had arr.ved npon the spi»l. ci led out:.
"Seize and biud ttiat man! b< izc luui In-'antlyf

Kiu I and ua ' in 111 I"
..Hack I" fhoutel Mortimer, undannt- 1 b.v »h.

ovcrw helming odds so sii<ldenly arrave I agiinst
bin). "What right has Holiert Vagram, ..arl d«
Wont fort to order iny arrest t"

Ills be irtng was so IhiI I. his air «o nob 0, lils tin.no-
.nme and glowing lace so pn»posse<sm/. 'hat the
guar Is hesitated, wh ie the people who h.itej t ai l
no^er began to murmur Ion Uy.
"Ay wtiy arrest a ^eutleman who has merely dt*

n* 11 lie I hi. sister.t"
"I lies j proud lords think the feoilr» havo ro

rli lit* I He loiirew t.iat be Is no born noble. Ay.
and that hail noble Karl lle:iry live I t Ii now he'd
be plain Simon oger Vagraiu. the aor.veuer A
lor hi* nobility !" *

i:an Uo, e. glared angrily aiiout hltn as the <e cries
fell hotlv uiKiB his ear*, arid he was abo it to repeat
Ins orders Perce. v. when an elderly gentleman clad
111 p'aiu brown ga b but wearing asw .r.l and badge
ol honor, forced hi.* way to Mord.uer s st.lv. while
ihe mob .hooted:.

. Long live William Caxtonl raxton. the
prlu er i"

\t ilimin Ca.tton, for the gentleman was none other
than that groat plou .er of the 1 ress. the Brst that
»>vrr printed a nook In KngUnd. lifted h.s hat «"»
signal lor stleuee, and then .ddresilag Karl Koger,

eareful. my lord, In ordering the arrest of
this teriHeman. Ilo stanns hi^h In Iho favor 1 f
one wnose letter vour lordship ix-ar* lu your bosom,

i 1 wiU voin h for his appeiianej whon an I where you
command, lake care. I s ir. mf lord, lie cotne.'
from over the sea. ^«>ur lordship knows uiy mean-

hroecherr.* for wriatn Cax ton, whose t>|Tt wil
1 light .11 men in Kaila .d 10 IdR-rty of thouiht !" ctiod

a d.-ep voice iroin oue in th" cr.iwd.
Tin c« hearty cavers followed these word*, for a

mob wil s.iout on every and any opportunity. Hut1 the siie.iker ol these words had a de ~p purpose in
view in thu. raising thv itv ol tue crow.t and making
"the *»elk 11 ring." lie ^new that the iioiff would
hurry hundr ds of ot iers to the opot lu s- e and hear

1 »uil noiloUbt to aid In biatlnt down the unpopular1
earl and lit. armed lol.oweia, should oecas.on do
1,1 tvid'i. the cheers wero s'lll shaking the air, he ad-

! r.n eil fio.n the mass and st >od at tho sdeor Mor-
Un.er In lull view of the earl.

_"Here am I, Slotula* V .me," he said. a. he oran-1

dished » forml latilv ciub. he.ivlly siu Ided at the end
with r-pike* of Iron »u Incn in leoftn. "tiere am 1,
Mcholaa K atnu, lortnau ol Cie primers, readv to wy

I 1. nil i-lr Mo. ruiier Is as good as any earl 1 see now I
With these bo d w >rds ho stared sie ulily Int t ta.

face of Lord Itof ;r and seemed to dare his rage.
I he liarl rcco/ui/.ed th stall and powerful mm

a. one whom he had not seen for ma ly a long year¬
ns on s wb ui h > na ho.i- I wa« mou'.dernil t the
«o of Fiaudjrs.a. otu 'vho. while Henrvda Koss,
tue istu Karl de Montlort, lived, wiu thd fosteti r -the of tnat nobleman.'

Ii- recognise 1 him wi'h a gasp of terror, Iti w ilcfc
tbe am axed sorceress gteatly snared; lor, on se.-lna
Nicholas Kiame, she screened her ugiy form aud
mdeous face be.ilnd the horse of the nobleman.

sir tiauon Wo.ilfort's wou..d tho igh b.e d.ngfreely aud In the thn at. had injured no vital organ,
tue concussion of the thrust alone uaving over¬
thrown hla athlotlc frame, but Ins sword hal
snapped as he fell, an 1 i.e »:ti now orm d only w ih

a dagger. This, however, he was teady to use.nuy,
ager 10 wield; for he w.ts not a limn to be ea-.l/
put down, nor one tnat e>er s.irank iro n an atTra.v."Were I In my steel jacket," lie muttered, as lis
g ared at Nlcnolas Kiame, "I'd soon scatter t.ils moo
oi brawling knave* I"
"Mark Sir Itarton." whispered Sir Simon, "how

my father staras at t.10 knave witu tu* club. ll»
seems ama*fsl."
Atna ed t»ut for a moment, for, ronstng h.nneif'

wlt,i a powerful etfort. Kail oger dashed tils spur.
. into tue flanks of his Imrse. and as the a.itmai leap, u

foiward with a mighty oyuud, raised his sw..r i.

,""tut'"down tb* villain wilh tho club! t.uard*.
°

Tiie .turdy foreman of the printers did nn' i*jp
Mide or attempt to avoid the onset.

.Ills misa.ve club swept thr ugh the slr
.In-'le rapid *v e- p and as It crashe

of tue^rthS^tl'V,^' U'l^ ^.he^ouuu


